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I. Purpose:   

 
The purpose of the Advisory Committee is to advise Judicial Branch leadership on 

ways to enhance security and safety in all aspects of court system operations.  The 
Committee will assist the Director of Judicial Marshals in the preparation and 
implementation of plans for security improvements designed to identify and respond to 
security and safety needs of the public, judges, Judicial Branch employees, and all 
persons who utilize the services of the Maine State Court System; and to assist the 
Director and the Judicial Branch leadership in developing policies and strategic plans to 
address those needs.  
  

The Advisory Committee will  
  

A. Review the current state of security in the Judicial Branch; 
B. Assist in the prioritization of needed improvements; 
C. Evaluate and develop budget information for support of improvement plans; 
D. Make recommendations for priority use of security when there are insufficient 

security resources; 
E. Make recommendations regarding use of force policies and equipment; 
F. Draft policies to support recommendations; 
G. Provide strategic support for requests that require legislative approval; and 
H. Make recommendations to the State Court Administrator, the Trial Court Chiefs, 

and the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court.   
 
II. Authority: 

 
The Advisory Committee may seek input, suggestions, and recommendations from 

individuals and groups within and outside of the Judicial Branch.  The Advisory 
Committee is authorized to study procedures considered by or in effect in other court 
systems and any other model procedures.  It is authorized to consult with any person or 
organization as necessary.  
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The Advisory Committee may, through its Chair, request such additional authority 
from the Chief Justice as may prove necessary to achieve the Advisory Committee’s 
purpose.  There is no additional funding authorized for the work of the Advisory 
Committee.  Clerical assistance will be provided through the office of the Chief Justice of 
the Superior Court. 
 
III. Membership: 
  

Members are appointed for three-year terms by the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Judicial Court.  Members may be reappointed for two additional terms.   

 
The Committee shall consist of  
 
One Superior Court Justice; 
One District Court Judge; 
One Magistrate; 
One Clerk of Court; 
The Director of Court Security; 
One Judicial Marshal; 
One County Sheriff; 
The Director of Court Facilities; and  
Other members appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court. 
 
The Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court shall designate one member to 

serve as Committee Chair. 
 
IV. Meetings: 

 
The Court Security Advisory Committee will meet on a schedule established by 

the Chair.  The Advisory Committee will meet no less than four times a year.  The 
Committee may use video conferencing to assist with meeting capacity.  
 
V. Reporting: 
 

The Advisory Committee will submit a written report of its progress to the 
Supreme Judicial Court annually on July 1st or as otherwise requested.  
 
VI. Committee Duration: 
 

The Court Security Advisory Committee will be a Standing Committee of the 
Judicial Branch. 
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Dated:   March 12, 2012 
 

Approved by: 
 
 
 
 
 /s/      
Leigh I. Saufley 
Chief Justice 



 4 

 
JUDICIAL BRANCH 

COURT SECURITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 

 
Superior Court Justice: 
 Michaela Murphy, Justice, Superior Court 
 
District Court Judge: 
 Michael Cantara, Judge, District Court  (Chair, eff. 1/1/11)  
 
Family Law Magistrate: 
 Steven Chandler 
 
Clerk of Court: 
 Eileen Bridges, Knox County Courts  
 
Director of Judicial Marshals: 
 Michael A. Coty  
 
Judicial Marshal: 

Jeff Cash, Waldo/Hancock Counties 
 
County Sheriff: 

Sheriff Todd Brackett, Lincoln County  
 
Director of Court Facilities 
 Jeffrey D. Henthorn 
 
 


